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~ STIPENDS AND 
ORGANIZATION 


ISS-Anne Holt’s article in this issue demands the care- 
ful thought of all those who are concerned about the 
future of the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. It is 
written without the air of pessimism that so usually sur- 
rounds calculations about the future, and it avoids also the 
bogus optimism that occasionally is substituted for plain 


Plain facts unadorned by temperamental hopes or 
oe are always stimulating because they provide the 
is upon which reasoned action can be taken. There is 


nothing more debilitating and defeatist than the bland tam- 


fear with all that is base taken out of it—fear chastened and 
made spiritual. The fear of the Lord in that sense does not 
paralyse but inspire. 


It is a common belief that intimacy destroys reverence. 
“ Familiarity breeds contempt.” When that happens it points 
to something either contemptible in the object or incapable 
of noble appreciation in the subject. Intimacy with true great- 


- ness does not destroy reverence, it deepens it. So far from 


fear in this higher form being incompatible with intimacy it — 
is the necessary condition of it. 
‘Go to Nature. What is the main essential for learning its — 


secrets? Whether it be scientist exploring its laws, or poet 


seeking communion with its soul, he must go as into a safc- 
tuary in the spirit of poem Only humility can learm Let 
the self-satisfied or self-sufficient man wander through the 
woods or by the streams, let him stand among the mountaifis 
or listen to thé songs of the birds—what message can they 
have for him? To him Nature is but a surface which sends 
back the echo of his own voice. Whether a man sweep the 


-- =heavens with a telescope, or peer into the world of the in- 


finitesimal through a microscope, or explore the nature of 
things in a laboratory, he must appreciate the greatness, the 
mystery, the marvel of these things before they will speak to 
him. The secret of Nature is with them that fear it. 


* 


It might be thought that the one relation in which feat 
was not necessary to intimacy was that of a parent or a teacher 
to a child. That the child should reverence its father and 


idea is that if you wish to get into a child’s mind and Heart 
you must reverence it, appreciate its real greatness and import- 
ance. That does not mean any weakening of authority, though 
it may lead to other and wiser expressions of it. But unless 
we can stand bareheaded in the presence of a child we shall 
never be admitted into the kingdom of childhood. 


ye purports to solve or illuminate certain problems. 
practical problem before the Unitarian churches is, | 
how can an organization of churches be created that shall 
endure? The problem can only be solved by the plain 
awareness of facts as facts. 
Even a cursory examination of these Fee sa reason- 
able certainty for the future. On the whole the Unitarian 
community are the inheritors from the past of a material | 
structure which, when added to by the generosity of the 
the religious community of the future. There are of course 
grave difficulties, but the gravest are those caused by mother and teacher is clearly right, but should they reverence 
loyalties, affections and regional values which are almost it? The old idea was no, and in earlier times there was little 
impossible to fit in with things as they are. The sacrifice of intimacy between the adult and the child. The father might 
such loyalties is often interpreted as a defeat, when indeed discipline and rule and even love his son, but he did not chum 
deepest faith. 
It is to be hoped that everyone who feels a concern 
of the present organization give thought to it can 
The most intimate of all relations is that of husband and 
of The human resources of the Unitarian ministry wife. It may be little more than an animal relation—a physical 
—if these may be noted—are probably as adequate as any If a marriage is 
of the Legend obscures and magnifies, and legend to be a spiritual one, a ip of souls, a holy sacramental 
witht blending of two into one, each must stand in reverence before 
the past, in its influence and meaning, in comparison with ‘he mystery of the other. When that holy mystery becomes 
the present. After all, the present has endured and con- a common thing the door is closed to all real intimacy. Every- 
quered circumstances unknown to the past. There are te of 
human resources, if they are only realized and released, that its ea at 
“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him.” 
God wants to enter into a communion with us, 
| How can they be realized and released? How can the a communion by which we shall be enriched ; 
material structure be transformed to enable a potential life Dut if ar es or 
to express itself? That is the problem. It is a sign of great we do not come to Him in the spirit of fear, we keep Hint at 
hope that it is recognized as such. bay. 
‘Guaobey Hn. they fair His bow. 
purtan 
FEAR AND FELLOWSHIP seas el ee feared to sin against Him, they felt His love and 
By E. B. Storr feared to grieve Him. And because they feared Him God told 
"THE, Psalmist says that fear of God is the condition on meaning and dignity. Today the fear of God has almost 
which He tells His secrets. That sounds Fear is a disappeared. Men believe in God and ignore Him. Specu- 
enough. Is not that why the world is in such confusion to-day ? 
Fear is one of those words which, in the course of time, Having no fear of God in their hearts men have missed the 
afraid it is one ¢ primal instincts, and one we | It is well that the old conception of God which 3 
po etme Buti has acquired abo the higher meaning men afraid of Him has gone. But it is no gain unless fear ~ 
f reverence. Fear and reverence bear a They has passed into reverence. The height of folly is to 
have the same features, but different . Reverence God. The fear of the Lord—that is our need and the 
| Pre Oust tat awe, asin the of our age, for then we learn God's secrets and in them we 
: presence of Pro. Otto's » but is unafraid. Reverence is find the secret of ourselves and of life and of all things. 
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, than in believing that modern wars will not be won 
cavalry. One of the great contributions that our movement 


structure of ou: movement is unsuited to the times in which 
has made to the cause of Christianity is that it does not believe 
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.. FOREST GATE UNITARIAN CHURCH 


DIAMOND JUBILEE SERVICE 
Sunday, October 4, 1953, at 6.30 p.m. 
(His Worship the Mayor of West Ham will be present.) 
on this occasion. 


Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.7. 
PREACHER — REV. R. W. SORENSEN, MP. 


All our friends, new and old, are earnestly requested to come along 


AUTHORS invited submit MSS all 


(Established 1898). 


in blue persian leather, with gilt edges. These are 
gift purposes. 
A GOLDEN TREASURY OF THE 


very attractive and suitable for presentation and 
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BIBLE 
20/-, by post 20/11 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 


WITH SUPPLEMENT 


ORDERS OF WORSHIP 


7/6, by post 7/10 
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14 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.! 
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Unitarian Church, Todmorden 
, The pulpit of the above church will be vacant after 
t to the Secretary, G. ce, 27 Heather Walsden, T 
16/-, by post 16/6 
| ne his Farewell Services on Sunday, September 6, when an almost 
, He been with us for less than three months, yet in that 
: time he made many good friends. His sermons were an inspiration 
; to all and gave us much food for thought. 
The visit was made possible by the exchange of the Swansca 
RESS _minister, Rev. Basil Viney, with the Rev. E. Bradford Gale. All 
feel that this excha is good not only for ministers but more so 
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